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FrYnTIz 2

Replica of Gyptis Il made by Dimitris Maras.

The legend of Gyptis and Protis is the founding myth that tells the legendary foundation of
Marseille (Massalia) around 600 BC. by Greek settlers from the city of Phocaea in lonia. The
myth is at least at the v th century BC. J. — C. as Antiochos of Syracuse mentions it 1 . But we
now have only two main sources: the story described by Aristotle in "The Constitution of the
Massaliotes", the oldest, and that of Trogue Pompey in his Philippine Stories, today lost but
summarized by the Roman Justin . If both versions present some differences, they both tell the
story of the marriage of Gyptis (or Petta), daughter of the chief of the indigenous Ségobriges ,
with Protis (or Euxene), a sailor from Phocée. During her wedding, the princess then chooses to
marry the foreigner by presenting him a cup filled with water during a meal 2. Several
hypotheses clash to explain the origin of the myth, which has elements similar to other
legendary stories of antiquity . But history also supports a part of the legend since recent




'EkBeon 2020 - FUnTiIg 2

excavations show the presence of Greek colonies at the beginning of vi th century BC. J.-C.
around the district of the Basket .

To 1993, kata tn dLAPKELA apXALOAOYLIKWY avacKagpwy TIAnciov Tou MNaAtou Atpaviou
(Vieux-Port) tTng MacocaAiag otn NaAAia, Ta aropevapla evog EAANVLIKOU TIAOLOU TNG
Apxaikng Emoxng, nAkiag 2600 etwv, npbav oto pwg. H apxaltoAoyLkr epeuva odrnynoe o€
MLO QTIOTUTIWON TOU apXLKOU TIAOLOU aTid Thv opdada VAUTLKNG apxatoloyiag tou Kevtpou
Kapiy ZouAlav (tou MNMaveruotnuiou Alg-MacoaAiag), n oroia Katoriy, 6To TIAALoLo evOg
MPOYPAPMATOG TIELPAUATIKAG apXaloAoyiag, TIPoXwENOE OTNV KATAOKEUN EVOG akpLBouUg
avTLypagou. To KavoupLlo TTAOLO OVOUAOTNKE «[UTITIG» KAl vauTtnynenke pe padepla Kat
EUALVOUG apuoUGg, AKOAOUBWVTAG TIG TEXVIKEG TNG ApXaikng Emoxng. Kat' autov tov Tpoto,
OL AETITOUEPELEG TNG TEXVOYVWOLAG TWV APXAIKWY vAUTINYWV avakaAugenkav €k veou.
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